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Press Release
GESCHICHTE(N) VOR ORT

An exhibition in public space around Volkertplatz

Exhibition dates

June 11 – July 30, 2006





Free access to all projects

Press preview with


tour of the exhibition
Wednesday, June 7, 2006, 10.30 a.m.
Venue



1020 Vienna, Hotel KUNSThof, Mühlfeldgasse 13

Opening party

Saturday, June 10, 2006, 5 p.m.

Venue



1020 Vienna, Volkertplatz

For six weeks, a series of art projects in public space are representing life in a Viennese quarter, the part of town around Volkertplatz square and near Alliiertenstraße in Vienna‘s second district. The so called Volkertviertel is right next to Äußere Taborstraße and only a few minutes‘ walk from the Praterstern junction.

In its immediate vicinity, there are public works on the underground system, and a new railway station, Wien Nord, is being built at Praterstern. Volkertviertel itself, quasi an enclave, however, is said to be quiet and is partly lacking in infrastructure; both Nordbahnstraße and the wall of Augarten park fulfil an exceptional dividing function. As an almost typical "Grätzel", i. e. a subsystem in the super system of a city, the Volkertviertel (over 10. 000 inhabitants on 30 hectares)has developed particular communication qualities which are being reinforced by having a central market place and an outstanding concentration of social facilities and schools. This densely built up urban zone in Vienna has been characterised by the settlement of immigrants since not later than the nineteenth century. Geschichte(n)vor Ort establishes contacts and relationships with life on the spot. Personal stories in the sense of representative biographies are being taken up and are occasionally being finished as fiction or utopia; at the same time, the political history of the district is taken into consideration. The means and visual forms of performance the artists adopt are extremely diverse and occasionally condense in comprehensive narrative moments; familiar sign-codes are alienated or deformed subversively. Starting with the observation of gentle innovation measures in this rather stagnating Viennese district seeing a busy building activity in the vicinity, the invited artists are also analysing the possibilities of critical realization of art in public space. Curators: Michal Kolecek (CZ), Margarethe Makovec (AT), Roland Schöny (AT)

Artists

Michael Blum (AT), Pavlina Fichta Cierna (SK), Andreas Fogarasi (AT), Helmut (AT/DE) & Johanna Kandl (AT/DE), Kurt & Plasto (BA), Kristina Leko (HR/DE), Constantin Luser (AT) / Lukas Galehr (AT) / Matthias Makowsky (AT), Isa Rosenberger (DE), Kamera skura (CZ), Marusa Sagadin (SI/AT) / Michael Hieslmair (AT).

A catalogue will be published.
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ART PROJECTS

Michael Blum: Istiklal Allee

An installation in Heinestraße

Michael Blum‘s installation Istiklal Allee (Istiklal Avenue) deals with the history of Heinestraße. By listing the names the Heinestraße had had in the past, Michael Blum transports a part of history into present time. He resumes the tradition of renaming streets by renaming Heinestraße as "Istiklal Allee"; For at least sixty years this will the "Istiklal Allee" for all immigrants living in the district.

Pavlina Fichta Cierna: Vertraute Orte 

An intervention in the streets of the Volkert- and Alliiertenviertel

Vertraute Orte: Via marks in the streets, Pavlina Fichta Cierna traces the individual paths of some residents she has met and interviewed about their everyday lives; she locates their haunts and enters into houses and buildings characteristic for their life context. Starting from Volkertplatz, especially marked paths guide – like hiking trails – through the streets.

Andreas Fogarasi: Rampa (Norden), unrealized

An intervention north of Alliiertenstraße

Andreas Fogarasi‘s project Rampa (Norden), unrealized, deals with the Alliiertenstraße as an urban axis. In the rear window of a parked car,he shows how he would design the site. The Alliiertenstraße leads into a car park which he would like to raise up to a height of 1.80 metres in the form of a ramp. The ramp would be a landmark and would – in one‘s imagination – extend the street northwards.

Helmut & Johanna Kandl: Denkmal für eine Nobelpreisträgerin

An intervention on Volkertplatz

Helmut & Johanna Kandl have collected stories and anecdotes in pubs and cafés, at school or at the market. The results are documents, scraps of life anticipating the year 2045 when the Volkertviertel will bring forth a woman Nobel Prize winner for economy. The Denkmal für eine Nobelpreisträgerin (Memorial for a Nobel Prize Winner) is dedicated to this woman grown up in Volkertviertel from 1995 to 2015.

Kurt & Plasto: Open the door please

An installation on the facade of the youth center J.at on Volkertplatz

The tablets with bell pushes in interphone systems have become a natural part of our urban sign-code. They link public and private life and can inform about the cultural and religious backgrounds of the city‘s inhabitants. The Bosnian artist duo Kurt & Plasto have taken photos of the interphone system tablets in the quarter in order to use them in a screen collage named Open the door please.

Kristina Leko: Denkmäler für die Leute vom Volkertviertel

A communication project in cooperation with: Rukye Basol, Martin Braunstorfer, Marlene Fink, Patrick Graf, Miranda Jusufi, Stefan Marx, Mag. Claudia Pfohl, Sebastian Ploll, Rachel Rashed, Daniel Schamschula, Oliver Schreilechner, Melanie Schubert, Filiz Soylu, Mag. Elisabeth Wagner, Mag. Eva Wedl und Claudia Zawrel (BRG Vereinsgasse, SPZ Holzhausergasse, KMS Pazmanitengasse)

Kristina Leko has developed a project which deals with the experience of immigration and multicultural living. The artist comes from Croatia and now she is living in Cologne in Germany. With students from twelve to seventeen years, she has compiled showcase CVs on the basis of interviews. She then visualizes them as written stories in the form of large surface text pictures on house walls.

Constantin Luser / Lukas Galehr / Matthias Makowsky: 2-Takt Viertel

Mobile Rotation Quintet 

Constantin Luser, Lukas Galehr and Matthias Makowsky drew inspiration from the noises and sounds of Volkert- and Alliiertenviertel and invented 2-Takt Viertel (Two Time Quarter), consisting in an adapted merry-go-round. From the seats,one can blow a variety of brass instruments. Like a fair attraction, this "instrument" will travel through the quarter and invite the residents to give a concert.

Isa Rosenberger: Trafik Kino

Temporary summer movie theater in the youth center J.at on Volkertplatz

During the project period , Isa Rosenberger puts up a temporary cinema, Trafik Kino. On Mondays, films chosen by residents of the quarter and dealing with the subject "city", are shown in the youth centre J.at at Volkertplatz (admission free). At the beginning of each presentation a video is shown in which the "selectors" explain the motives for their choices and their personal relation to the film-city.

Kamera skura: Global Parking

An installation in the car parks of the Volkert- and Alliiertenviertel

Global Parking: Kamera skura focuses on (apparently) freely disposable parking spaces. By marking 30 parking spaces, they realize a fictive, visually distinctive identification structure as part of a real existing street parking system. This structure reflects the multicultural character of the district and draws attention to the processes of social, cultural and religious integration and coexistence.

Marusa Sagadin / Michael Hieslmair: Banca di Blanko

A communicative installation on Volkertplatz 1

Marusa Sagadin and Michael Hieslmair take up the subject "casino" and suggest an anachronistic and communicative alternative to omnipresent amusement arcades and betting offices. They place a six metre card table, Banca di Blanko, in front of 1 Volkertplatz. The table‘s false bottom and alienated felt overlay encourage people to play, cheat and negotiate; a new universe opens up for the players.
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Information
Infopoint 1020 Vienna, Volkertplatz 1, 12 noon – 8 p.m.
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E office@17und4.at
www.publicartvienna.at
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Curated by

Michal Kolecek (CZ), Margarethe Makovec (AT), Roland Schöny (AT)

Initiated by

17 & 4 Organisationsberatung GmbH in cooperation with Kunst im öffentlichen Raum Wien


Project director Martina Wäfler

Project carrier 17 & 4 Organisationsberatung GmbH

Assistance Regina Hajszan, Pamela Mühlmann, Christian Schrefel

In cooperation with
Bezirksvorstehung Leopoldstadt, Gebietsbetreuung Leopoldstadt und Grätzelmanagement Volkert- und Alliiertenviertel


Project management
17 & 4 Organisationsberatung GmbH
Mariahilferstraße 89/22, 1060 Vienna
T 0043 1 581 13 27
E office@17und4.at

Press work
Christina Werner
w.hoch.2wei, Kulturelles Projektmanagement
T 0043 1 524 96 46 – 22
E werner@kunstnet.at





Vienna, June 7, 2006
Geschichte(n) vor Ort
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